The American Revolution: The End Game
Introduction (0:00-9:24)
· Money, spirits, and patience were running out as the war pushed into the 6th year
· The men were growing frustrated and rumors of mutiny were heard
· On January 1, 1781 in Morristown, New Jersey men from the Pennsylvania line had reached their limit (no pay, food, clothes, and unhappy)- they voiced their grievances to their officers

· There was little that could be done since the Congress did not have the right to tax- so the soldiers’ contracts could not be honored

· On January 2, 1,300 soldiers left camp- they were headed to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia

· Washington and his other men met them and those who wanted to go home were allowed and those who stayed were given clothes

· January 20, 1781 Pompton, New Jersey 200 men from the New Jersey line began to rebel but this time Washington had to stop them and to stop any future mutiny

· Washington captured all 200 and the three ringleaders were executed by firing squad- the ones who were to be on the firing squad were 12 of their friends (the first 6 intentionally missed but the second 6, under threat of death, hit their targets)

· The message was clear- no seditions would be tolerated

· Washington knew however that he needed to find a way to end the war and soon

Cornwallis vs. Greene (9:24-15:25)
· Cornwallis was obsessed with hunting Greene down and forcing him to fight
· The cat and mouse chase continued deeper into the backcountry

· Greene’s goal was to keep the army away from direct confrontation to wear down the British in time to get reinforcements
· The scouting parties of the two sides frequently skirmished but the main armies did not meet

· Cornwallis realized that his troops were carrying too much baggage which was slowing them down- he ordered everything that was not essential to be burned

· The pace of both armies now moved faster and faster

· Greene split his army- a decoy army went up the Dan River and the main army moved east to ferry across the river

· By the time the British realized what had happened, they rushed to the main army but it had already made it across the river into Virginia

The Tide is About to Turn (15:25-22:15)
· In Versailles, France 1781- Benjamin Franklin continued to lobby for more money
· To date King Louis XVI had already given $100 million and he was going broke supporting the Americans, yet Franklin continued to ask for more
· Washington was skeptical about the French

· March 1781 Brest, France a shipment was prepared, the Ville de Paris was ready to go to the Caribbean, along with Admiral François Joseph Paul Comp de Grasse but if they had time they were to stop in America (after all de Grasse wanted glory and the French hated England) 

· February 22, 1781 Halifax Virginia- Greene readied his army to cross back across the Dan River into North Carolina to fight Cornwallis

· Greene led Cornwallis to a place favorable to the Patriots, where they could take the high ground at Guilford Courthouse

· March 15, 1781 the Patriots fired but soon the British broke through Greene’s lines and faced a British charge

· The two sides fought a bloody melee at close quarters and hand to hand

· Cornwallis ordered a cannon to fire into the crowd killing as many British as rebels, but it worked and Greene ordered a retreat so as not to risk his soldiers

· Twice as many British died in the battle as Patriots

· Though the British won- Cornwallis did not gain anything from the months of chasing Greene through the woods

Convergence at Yorktown (22:15-31:38)
· 1781 Parliament was growing tired with the war, which cost England greatly in money and men
· The insurgent colonies were showing no sign of weakening
· Clinton was living large in New York but did little fighting- Cornwallis wanted to fight

· Clinton ordered Cornwallis to set up a base along the coast in the south (Yorktown)

· In July, 1781 Admiral de Grasse left the Caribbean during the hurricane season to head to America with 28 ships and 3,000 men and money to pay American soldiers
· It was the French who decided to land at Yorktown and Washington agreed to march from Morristown to Yorktown immediately with every soldier, cannon, and horse
· For the first time since the revolution began, Washington visited his home at Mount Vernon

· Washington longed for the war to be over so he could go home for good

· Jackie Washington- George’s only son begged his father to allow him to join the army and he finally agreed to allow him

· De Grasse sailed north from the Caribbean to Virginia and Washington, joined by 5,000 French troops, marched towards Virginia

· Cornwallis wrote to Clinton in New York for aid

· Clinton falsely promised to reinforce Cornwallis

The End Game Has Arrived (31:38-43:33)
· September 5, 1781 de Grasse arrived and took on the inadequate British fleet
· The battle lasted 4 days but in the end the British lost and the French gained control of the Chesapeake Bay
· Cornwallis knew the danger of his situation and continued begging for reinforcements

· One by one, Cornwallis’s escape routes were cut off

· The French controlled the York River

· Washington took the south

· French ground troops took the north and west

· 17,000 French and Patriot forces now discussed an attack

· On October 6, 1781 the siege began and made their first parallel around the city
· October 11, 1781 the second parallel was dug

· They moved closer and closer with new parallels around the city like a noose closing in on the city
· On October 14, Washington and his troops closed in and assaulted the British

· Washington’s day for victory had finally come- Cornwallis sent a surrender message to Washington
· Cornwallis wrote to Henry Clinton announcing the surrender and Clinton realized that the southern British Army was lost due to his inaction

· October 19, 1781- 7,000 British soldiers laid down their weapons before George Washington- Cornwallis avoided the ceremony

· October 27, 1781 Cornwallis and Washington met but what they discussed was not recorded

· During the siege, Washington’s son fell ill to a devastating camp fever and died at home shortly later

· George and Martha’s last child had died
